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You are Cordially invited to
Gandhi 150

Peace and Nonviolence
Through

Christian – Hindu Dialogue
Rev. Walter F. Kedjierski – Swami Nikhileswarananda 

Hosted by Seminary of the Immaculate Conception

On Tuesday, the twenty seventh of November
Two thousand and eighteen

At half past six in the evening

Seminary of Immaculate Conception
440 West Neck Road • Huntington • New York

In Cooperation with the 
Consulate General of India at New York

The Honorable Sandeep Chakravorty
And

Volunteers of Shanti Fund

RSVP:
Beverly Malone

bmalone@icseminary.edu • (631) 423-0483 x 102       

Catering by House of India, Huntington

Consulate General of India
New York



Program 

 

 

 

Guided Tour of the Seminary   5:30 to 6:30 PM 

Dinner     6:30 to 7:30 PM 

Welcome & Introduction  Rev. Gregory Rannazzisi 

Christian Perspective   Rev. Walter F. Kedjierski 

Introduction    Dr. Bhadra Shah 

Hindu Perspective   Swami Nikhileswarananda 

Introduction    Mr. Bakul Matalia 

Consul General of India, New York Hon. Sandeep Chakravorty 

Questions & Answers 

Thank You    Arvind Vora 

 

 

  

  

 

PROGRAM
SHANTI FUND, a Long Island based charitable organization, is committed to the enlightenment 

and peace through education. Most of its members are Indian-Americans who reside in Nassau 
and Suffolk counties, collectively known as Long Island. After several informal events the very first 
charitable act of Volunteers of Shanti Fund (VOSF) was to raise funds for the victims of earthquake 
in Maharashtra, India. VOSF were able to raise $10,000 in less than two weeks and a $10,000 
check was given to the Red Cross in 1993. For the next several years, monthly events were hosted 
to build bridges between main stream and newly arrived immigrants.

Volunteers of Shanti Fund have promoted educational exchanges on Long Island for over last 
three decades by planning breakfast meetings to which speakers in many different fields of exper-
tise were invited to speak; having roundtable discussions where prominent activists, diplomats, 
and elected officials have discussed on-going world issues of concern; and by sponsoring a teach-
ers exchange program between India and the USA.  

Officials of Suffolk County noticed the activities of the Volunteers of Shanti Fund and invited Vol-
unteers of Shanti Fund to build a Gandhi Memorial on the county property.  The Gandhi Statue was 
built by an American sculptor in 1998 and is now at the Plaza Level of the H. Lee Dennison Building 
in Hauppauge, New York.  For the last several years, following the United Nations declaration “To 
Promote a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence Among Children,” Volunteers of Shanti Fund have 
been inviting children from several area schools, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, and youngsters from 
Indian cultural organizations to promote Gandhian values.

Volunteers of Shanti Fund were instrumental in laying a concrete foundation to establish the 
India Study Center at Stony Brook University in 1996. One of the educational/charitable activities 
is very memorable that took place in 1997. VOSF supported second generation of Indian American 
students at Ivy League colleges under the leadership of the then Chairman Vivek Murthy of Vision 
World –Wide. Their mission was to educate people in India about spread and horrors of AIDS and 
preventive measures. Dr. Vivek Murthy is now the first Indian American Surgeon General of USA. 

VOSF were honored again to host a gala event to recognize Kwasi Enin with the Exceptional 
Education Excellence Award for being the first student in modern time to secure an admission to 
all eight Ivy League colleges in 2014. 

VOSF, to inculcate the value systems of the peace leaders of the world, have reached out to doz-
ens and dozens of schools on Long Island to implement unique and creative ways to impart peace 
education to our youths from the first grade to the twelfth grade. Over the last 15 years thousands 
of students have participated in this program and now it is one of the signature project of Shanti 
Fund that require year around efforts. 

Having Gandhi statue at the Suffolk County office provides added advantage of celebrating 
Gandhi birthday (October 2) every year along with students’ peace activities. One of the daily 
activities of Gandhiji was to have a morning and evening multi-religious prayer services. To honor 
this much needed efforts to promote peace and harmony among the diverse residents, VOSF hosts 
peace prayer services on Gandhi Punya Tithi (January 30th – death anniversary). Many faiths of 
Long Island Multi Faith Forum and other institutes participate in this prayer service every year.

Enlightement & Peace thru Education

SHANTI FUND



The Reverend Walter F. Kedjierski was ordained 
a Roman Catholic priest of the Diocese of Rockville 
Centre (Long Island, New York) on June 8, 2002.  It 
was during his first assignment to minister at St. Cath-
erine of Sienna Parish in Franklin Square, New York, 
that he began to serve as a research assistant in in-
ter-religious dialogue for Bishop William Murphy in 
his responsibilities with the Pontifical Council for In-

ter-Religious dialogue in Rome.  Soon after he was also appointed to serve 
on the faculty of the Department of Theology and Religious Studies of St. 
John’s University, Queens, a position he held for five years.  Father Walter 
then went on to serve at Our Lady of Victory Parish, Floral Park, until he 
was named Pastor of St. John the Evangelist Parish in Center Moriches on 
eastern Long Island.  He was appointed a liaison for the Catholic Church to 
the Islamic Community of Long Island, a role which was soon after expand-
ed to Associate Inter-Faith Officer for Muslims and other Religious Groups 
and was appointed for three years to the Board of Trustees of the Inter-
faith Center of the Islamic Center of Long Island. During this time he joined 
the Board of Directors of the Long Island Multi-Faith Forum and the Long 
Island Council of Churches (observer status) and participated in inter-faith 
dialogues between the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and 
the Orthodox Union of Rabbis in Manhattan.  Father Walter pursued doc-
toral studies with the Graduate Theological Foundation (Indiana), where 
he earned his Ed.D. in Ecumenical and Inter-Faith Education in 2011 and 
was awarded the Archdiocese of New York prize in Catholic studies for his 
thesis on Liturgical Ecumenism.  He continued his studies with the GTF’s 
Foundation House at Oxford University, England, earning the Ph.D. in Dog-
matic/Spiritual Theology in 2016.  Father Kedjierski has published articles 
in a wide range of theological journals including The Princeton Theology 
Review and Logos: A Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture.  His latest 
article, ”Dialogue in Christ: Bringing Lutherans and Roman Catholic Clos-
er Together,” appeared in Ecumenical Trends in May 2017.  He currently 
serves as Rector-President of the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, 
Huntington, Director of the Sacred Heart Institute for the Continuing Edu-
cation of Clergy, Director of the Diaconate Formation Program, Director of 
the Office of Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Affairs of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Rockville Centre and Adjunct Professor of Dogmatic Theology 
at St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers.
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Swami Nikhileswarananda took charge  
of Sri Ramakrishna Ashrama, Rajkot on 
20th Oct 2017.

He graduated in Chemical Engineering 
(with honors) in 1970 and post graduated in 
Industrial Engineering in 1972. After work-
ing for a short period as a Management Con-
sultant, he renounced the world and joined 
the Ramakrishna Order at its Headquar-
ter at Belur Math in 1976. Ramakrishna  
Mission was started by Swami Vivekanan-
da in 1897 which is having its Headquarters 
at Belur Math, (near Kolkata) and having 

205 branches all over the world. For 11 years he edited the Gujarati Month-
ly ‘Shri Ramakrishna Jyot’ published from Shri Ramakrishna Ashram, Ra-
jkot (Gujarat) – (from 1989 to 2000). Earlier he was in Ranchi (Jharkhand) 
from 1977 to 1986 when he guided the rural and tribal development project 
– ‘Divyayan Krishi Vigyan Kendra’ which has received the award of the best 
KVK of the country.

Before coming to Vadodara, he was the Head of Porbandar Centre for eight 
years. He was instrumental in constructing 37 school buildings and three  
colonies in Porbandar district as a part of earthquake rehabilitation project 
and in starting Vivekananda Institute of Value Education & Culture (VIVEC) 
which was inaugurated by Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, the then President of India 
on January 12 , 2006.

He tours extensively preaching the universal message of Vedanta in industrial 
houses, management institutions and educational institutions. He has visit-
ed hundreds of educational institutions for preaching the character-building 
message of Swami Vivekananda and has conducted training programs in 
many reputed companies. He has contributed many articles on various topics 
in English, Hindi and Gujarati journals. His books, – ‘Happiness and Peace 
in everyday life’, ‘Teacher as a Torch bearer of Change’ and other books in 
English, Hindi and Gujarati are quite popular. DVDs and CDs based on his 
lectures on various topics are in great demand and are available on YouTube 
( https://www.youtube.com/user/nikhileswarananda/videos ).

He has visited many countries for preaching the universal message of Vedanta 
and has addressed many inter-faith conferences and international conferences. 
He has been invited to offer special tribute to Swami Vivekananda during the 
celebration of Diwali and Hindu Heritage month organized by the Parliament 
of World’s Religions at Toronto from November 1 to 7,  2018.
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Enlightement & Peace thru Education

SHANTI FUND

Volunteers of Shanti Fund(VOSF) have promoted educational exchanges 
on Long Island for over last two decades by planning breakfast meetings 
to which speakers in many different fields of expertise were invited to 
speak; having roundtable discussions where prominent activists, diplo-
mats, and elected officials have discussed on-going world issues of con-
cern; and by sponsoring a teachers’ exchange program between India 
and the USA.  

Officials of Suffolk County noticed the activities of the Volunteers of Shan-
ti Fund and invited them to build a Gandhi Memorial on the county prop-
erty.  The Gandhi Statue was built by an American sculptor in 1998 and 
is now at the Plaza Level of the H. Lee Dennison Building in Hauppauge, 
Long Island, New York.  For the last several years, following the United 
Nations declaration “To Promote a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence 
Among Children,” Volunteers of Shanti Fund have been inviting children 
from several area schools, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, and youngsters from 
Indian cultural organizations to promote Gandhian values.

Volunteers have embarked many programs to commemorate Gandhi’s 
150th Birth Anniversary starting from October 2, 2017. 

•  Supported publication of a massive Coffee table book - MAHATMA 
Gandhi’s Life in Colour

•  Supported two bicyclists who are on a Gandhian mission to promote 
peace in the world

•  Supported Vaishnav Jan Toh by Chaka Khan and Sonu Nigam with Con-
sulate

• Peace Art Competition

• Promoting peace and nonviolence in schools

Volunteers are please to have you at this event , jointly undertaken by 
Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, Consulate General of India and 
Shanti Fund. The following 20 pages describe as concisely as possible 
Gandhi’s life. Your 30 minutes of time will be well spent. It was published 
by Publications Division, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Gov-
ernment of India on Gandhi’s birth centennial celebrations. Shanti Fund 
deeply acknowledges with gratitude support of Government of India.









































Courtesy: Government of India






